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UNH’s Leitzel Center Launches BioFab
Educational Workforce Development Project
Wednesday, May 8, 2019
DURHAM, N.H.—The Building Stronger Workforce Alliances for BioFabrication & BioEngineering
Through K-12 Education and Enrichment project at the University of New Hampshire will launch an
educational workforce development project that shares the expertise of science educators, industry
scientists and engineers to build awareness of the emerging biofabrication and life sciences resources
in the state to support the state’s science standards for K-12 students.
UNH’s Joan and James Leitzel Center for Mathematics, Science and Engineering Education is
partnering with the Advanced Regenerative Manufacturing Institute (ARMI) on this initiative to expand
awareness of this relatively new industry. ARMI's mission is to make practical the large-scale
manufacturing of engineered and tissue-related technologies to benefit existing industries and grow
new ones.
“This project will serve as a national model for collaboration across education, outreach and business to advance current science awareness, knowledge and
understanding,” said Stephen Hale, project director at the Leitzel Center and principal investigator on the project. The center will also work with NHPBS, UNH
Cooperative Extension, the N.H. Science Teachers Association and DEKA Research and Development.
“Cellular therapies and engineered solutions bring greater quality of life to many and we hope this project will allow students to envision themselves in future
careers in this industry,” said Mary Stewart, director of education workforce development for ARMI.
The goal of the project is twofold. The initial focus is on developing high-quality science materials for teachers in New Hampshire and then the programs will
become models that can be scaled up for schools and educators across the country.
“These resources will provide K-12 classrooms with robust learning experiences that build students’ foundational knowledge and skills with science,” said Barbara
Hopkins, former director of science education at the N.H. Department of Education and project director. “The resources will align directly with the state science
standards to provide the critical thinking needed in science and engineering, and the so  skills required for employees across career pathways, including problem
solving, communication, computation, and collaboration.”
UNH’s Joan and James Leitzel Center develops and implements science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) educational activities at the local,
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The University of New Hampshire inspires innovation and transforms lives in our state, nation and world. More than 16,000 students from all 50 states and 71
countries engage with an award-winning faculty in top-ranked programs in business, engineering, law, health and human services, liberal arts and the sciences
across more than 200 programs of study. As one of the nation’s highest-performing research universities, UNH partners with NASA, NOAA, NSF and NIH, and
receives more than $110 million in competitive external funding every year to further explore and define the frontiers of land, sea and space. 
Editor's Notes: 
Editor’s Note: Hopkins is available at (603) 834-3527 or BAHopkins.education@gmail.com (mailto:BAHopkins.education@gmail.com).
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